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* I am not a destructive/ said tlie Professor, addressing
the  Colonel but   speaking   loudly;   'I   would  maintain
Oxford   under   any   circumstances   with   the   necessary
changes.*

c And what are those, might I ask ? ' enquired Lothair.

* In reality not much.    I would get rid of the religion.'
' Get rid of the religion ! ' said Lothair.

* You have got rid of it once,' said the Professor.

' You have altered, you have what people call reformed
it/ said Lothair, ' but you have not abolished or banished
it from the University.'

'The shock would not be greater, nor so great, as ths
change from the Papal to the Reformed Faith. Besides,
Universities have nothing to do with religion.'

* I thought Universities were universal,' said Lothair,
i and had something to do with everything/

* I cannot conceive any  society  of any kind  without
religion,' said the lady.

IDothair glanced at her beautiful brow with devotion as
fihe uttered these words.

Colonel Campian began to talk about horses. After that
the Professor proved to him that he was related to Edmund
Campian the Jesuit; and then he got to the Gunpowder
Plot, which he was not sure, if successful, might not have
beneficially influenced the course of our history. Probably
the Irish difficulty would not then have existed.

* I dislike plots,' said the lady ; 4 they always fail/

* And whatever  their   object, are they  not essentially
immoral ?' said Lothair.

41 have more faith in ideas than in persons/ said the
lady. ' "When a truth is uttered, it will sooner or later be
recognised. It is only an affair of time. It is better that
it should mature and naturally germinate than be forced/

'You would reduce us to lotus-eaters/ exclaimed the
Professor. * Action is natural to man. And wlmt? after